FAUST
feeling, in his new devotion to the real world through the con-
quest and development of property, the free and unencumbered
exploitation of which is the distinguishing characteristic of the
nineteenth century.
FAUST AS TOTALITY
In his great novel, Wilhclm Meister, Goethe depicts the develop-
ment of a man from subjective ideals to practical activity. But
with deliberate irony he shows how the wisdom which Mcister
acquires cannot be passed on by teaching; for, as he reaches fulfil-
ment, his son, escaping disaster by a hair's breadth, has to begin
his moral education from the beginning. In Faust we arc much
more keenly aware that here is 110 exposition of a moral attitude
and activity that everyone ought to adopt ready made, but the
definition of what mankind is. Faust is justified not merely by
the nature of his final activity, but by the whole character of his
experiences and striving. He is, whether we take him as person
or symbol, a totality.
Goethe is often admired for what is called his "universality".
But there were better scientists at that time, with a surer grasp of
scientific method; there were many statesmen with a deeper
knowledge of public affairs and with greater pertinacity; his
analysis of society is less precise than Adam Smith's and less pro-
found than Hegel's. Goethe's greatest achievement is the synthesis
he achieved between the inner world of feeling and imagination
and the outer world of nature and society, the marriage between
full personal development and social action. Of this synthesis
Faust is his chief poetic symbol.
There is for Faust no short cut to wisdom. At the beginning of
the play he is aware of the unavailingncss of learning; but also his
direct appeal to the Earth Spirit, his belief that by a mere change
of interpretation of the world he can become identical with the
vital process, is vain. He has to pass through all the common
experiences of man before he can be fully a man. The theme recurs
in the Homunculus variation. This pure intelligence, encased in a
flask, seeks to come to real life, to win a body; and the only
method is the evolutionary one. He merges in the sea, beginning